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Subject: RE: To the OCPs for Influenza and COVID-19 for feedback: investigations on role of children and educational settings



Notification data and preliminary findings of an ongoing FFX / household transmission study in the Netherlands are
in line with the findings from the studies in Sweden, Finland, and other countries.

Transmission pairs from the national notifications database suggest that transmission finds place mainly between
adults and to a lesser extent from parents to children.

The household study gives no indications that children play an important role in the transmission of SARS-CoV-2.
Children can indeed become infected, but transmission mainly takes place between adult peers and from adult
family members to children. A first report is attached (but sorry, in Dutch).

Several schools had to be closed again because of teachers testing positive, but with no or very few (symptomatic
and asymptomatic) school children testing positive.

In general, it seems that there is very little evidence to support school closure as an effective COVID-19 control
measure. School closures are generally instigated by societal pressure, rather than scientific information.

Best regards,

Centre for Epidemiology and Surveillance of Infectious Diseases | Centre for Infectious Disease Control
Dutch National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM)
PO Box 1 | 3720 BA Bilthoven
T+31]
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